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Musician
Halker helps
to preserve
Guthrie legacy

Rick KOGAN
Sidewalks

* There were many nota-
ble births in the year 1912 —
there are many notable
births every year — and one
of them took place in the
tiny Oklahoma town of
Okemah on July 14 when
Nora Belle Tanner and
Charles Edward Guthrie
had a boy. They named him
‘Woodrow Wilson, after the
man who 12 days before
had become the Demo-
cratic nominee for the
presidency of the United
States.

By the time Wilson was
elected that November
everybody was calling the
baby “Woody;” and Woody
it would be for the rest of

his song-filled life.

Bucky Halker was born
in 1954, a Wisconsin boy
(his given name is Clark but
he was nicknamed Bucky
almost immediately, after
Bucky Badger, the Univer- -
sity of Wisconsin mascot).
Woody Guthrie died in
1967, and Halker would go
on to become an accom-
plished musician and per-
former, passionate histori-
an, ardent voice for labor
unions and the working
class... in the foot-
steps of and ever influenced
by Guthrie.

Three years ago when
Halker was plowing
through the Guthrie ar-
chives then in New York
City, he found a telegram
Guthrie had sent to his
wife: “Got to Chicago in 20
hours. ... I am at the home
of Louis Terkel” This was,
of course, Guthrie’s friend
Studs Terkel (also a1912
baby), radio host-actor-
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Three years ago Bucky Halker, left, found a telegram Woody Guthrie, right, had sent to his wlfe as well as lyrics to a song
Guthrie wrote about Chicago.
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